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NCEA Statement:

The advancement of the Gospel mission of Catholic education is the best reason for athletic programs.  The conscientious effort of administrators, teachers, coaches, players, spectators, and parents is needed to keep athletics in perspective.

Teamwork, honesty, cooperation, self-sacrifice, dedication, obedience, hard work, goal setting, respect, self-discipline, and mutual encouragement are expected outcomes for young people who participate in sports.

Athletic Program Philosophy:

The purpose of an athletic program and auxiliary activities (i.e. cheerleading) is to compliment the home, church and school in the development of the “whole person.” Activities of the program are for the benefit of the students, suited to their age and physical growth.

The aim of the program is to:

1. Recognize the need of physical fitness for the wholesome growth of the individual

2. Develop a healthy interest in sports by participation

3. Provide enjoyable recreational activity, which develops Christian attitudes of being good sports.

Diocese of Saginaw Guidelines:

All athletic programs are under the supervision of the principal who is responsible to see that the programs are organized and integrated into the school program.  Athletic directors (ADs) and coaching staff report ultimately to the school principal.

Athletic and other co-curricular activities are part of the total program of the school, and are to be encouraged in order to promote the development of the “whole child.”

Principals’ Responsibilities:

Although principals are not expected to be on the practice field or at all games, choose officials for a game, or order equipment, they are responsible and accountable for all scheduled activities that are a part of the school’s total program.

The principal is responsible for the collection of all forms including:

1. Player sports physical form

2. Player permission slip

3. Parent code of conduct form

4. Form verification of receipt/reading athletic handbook (players, ADs, coaches, parents)

5. Player code of conduct form

6. Under age 18, coaching requirements form

7. Coaches

· Coach’s code of conduct form

· VIRTUS training verification

· On-line VIRTUS updates verification

· Fingerprinting record

· Standards of Ministerial Behavior Acknowledgement Form

· Accident claim forms (completed)

8. Player rosters (including address and phone numbers)

9. Game and practice schedules

General Guidelines:

The guidelines and handbooks are to be reviewed by the principals annually.

When school is not in session due to weather or other circumstances that closed school, no practices or games may take place on that day.

If an athlete is not in school on a scheduled game/practice date, he/she may not play in the game/practice on that date.

No games/practices can be scheduled during scheduled mass times.  Sundays are considered worship and family days.  Games/practices are allowed only during non-mass times when other scheduling is absolutely impossible to arrange.

Coaches should be over the age of 18.  When necessary, under age 18 coaches can coach if an adult, age 21+, is present at all times.

Any player suspended from school shall attend all practices and games but the player shall sit on the bench for the duration of his/her suspension.  The player shall wear regular clothing, not the uniform.

All spectators shall adhere to the code of conduct or will be ejected from the game.

Foul language, obscene gestures, or conduct that does not follow expected Christian behaviors of any kind would result in the player, coach, or spectator being ejected from the game.  

COACHES EXPECTATIONS

Coaches will …

· Be positive, Christian role models at all times

· Begin each game and practice with a prayer

· Display and instill in their players the principals of good sportsman/womanship and team play

· Use all players in practices and in games; the emphasis is one of giving all children the opportunity to experience the activity

· Conduct themselves in a manner that best serves the interests of the players

· Do their best to provide the players a positive experience.  Coaches are to be aware that players’ ability to acquire the skills necessary to perform well in any sport will vary widely.  Coaches must keep the players interested, committed, content and confident. 

· Ensure that winning and/or losing teams do so in a manner, which exhibits respect and good sportsman/womanship

· Treat all players, parents, spectators and league officials with respect

· Speak in a manner and tone appropriate for his/her position

· Provide instruction in a manner that is constructive and supportive

· Comply with the decisions of league officials and observe all rules, policies and procedures as established or endorsed by the sanctioning league

· Teach the sport to the best of their ability, following the guidelines as outlined in the athletic handbook and this document in its entirety

· Be drug and alcohol free while at any athletic event (game or practice)

· Watch the blood borne pathogens video and adhere to all requirements in regards to administering first aid

Coaches will NOT …

· Ridicule or demean 

· Tolerate behavior that endangers the health or well being of a child

· Use any tobacco products on the field or on school grounds

Coaches Responsibilities:

1. Coaches are responsible for the students before, during, and after practices/games until the athletes leave the building and are picked up by their parents (guardians).  Coaches must remain with their team until all athletes are picked up.

2. Coaches may not drive athletes to and from games or practices without express written permission from the athlete’s parents/guardians.

3. All drivers must fill out a state/diocesan insurance form – all drivers must be at least 21 years of age.

4. Athletes are to be supervised at all times.  Athletes cannot wait for their coaches unsupervised in the gym or on the field.  This includes games and practices. 

5. Coaches may not allow anyone other than parents to observe practices. (Brothers, sisters, friends are not allowed to wait for athletes as they practice.)

6. Coaches are to keep medical information with them during all practices and games (physical forms, emergency phone numbers).

7. Coaches are to complete an accident report form for all injuries needing medical attention.  This report must be done promptly and returned to the school principal the following day.

8. All coaches must maintain and secure the school facilities; turning out lights, locking doors, etc.

9. Coaches are required to organize and maintain equipment and return it using appropriate documentation.

10. Coaches are required to distribute and verify the return of uniforms, using appropriate documentation on uniform distribution.

11. Coaches must return keys to the school office at completion of each season.

Coaches are required to read and sign a copy of these guidelines prior to the start of their coaching season. (One form per year regardless of number of sports they are coaching.)

_______________________________

_____________________________

Coach’s Signature




School’s Athletic Director








Signature

_______________________________

______________   ____________

Principal’s Signature




Date 

       (school year)

PLAYER EXPECTATIONS

As a player I will …

1. Display good sportsman/womanship and team play at all times

2. Follow the directions of the coaching staff

3. Respect all; coaches, players, officials, umpires, and spectators

4. Make every attempt to be on time and ready to play for all games and practices

5. Keep uniforms and equipment in good repair and return items on time when requested

6. Remember that my academic work is important and maintain good grades and school attendance

As a player I will not …

1. Use abusive or profane language

2. Taunt or humiliate any other player

3. Question an official’s call

4. Abuse, mistreat or mishandle any school equipment or property

A student of a Catholic School in the Diocese of Saginaw is a student at all times.  School officials may discipline any student that engages in conduct that is detrimental to the reputation of any school within the Diocese.  This includes while students are on sport teams representing the school after normal school hours.

__________________________________

______________________________

Student’s signature




Parent signature

________________

_____________

Date



 (school year)

PARENTS EXPECTATIONS

Sport Parent Code of Conduct

The essential elements of character building and ethics in sports are embodied in the concept of sportsman/womanship and six core principles: trustworthiness, respect, responsibility, fairness, caring, and good citizenship.  The highest potential of sports is achieved when competition reflects these “six pillars of character.”

I therefore agree:

1. I will not force my child to participate in sports

2. I will remember that children participate to have fun, and that the game is for youth, not adults

3. I will inform the school and coach of any physical disability or ailment that may affect the safety of my child or the safety of others.

4. I will learn the rules and policies of the league as contained in this handbook. 

5. I (and my guests) will be a positive role model for my child and encourage Christian sportsman/womanship by showing respect and courtesy, and demonstrating positive support for all players.

6. I (and my guests) will not engage in any kind of unsportsman/womanlike conduct with any official, coach, player, or parent such as taunting or using profane language and gestures. 

7. I will not encourage any behaviors or practices that would endanger the health and well being of the athletes.

8. I will demand that my child treat other players, coaches, officials, and spectators with respect.

9. I will never ridicule or yell at my child or other participant for making a mistake or losing a competition. 

10. I will respect the officials and their authority during games and will never question, discuss, or confront coaches.

11. I will refrain from using drugs, tobacco, and alcohol during sporting events.

12. I will refrain from coaching my child or other players during games or practices, unless I am one of the official coaches of the team.

13. I will return all completed required forms

14. I will return the “borrowed” uniforms and equipment when directed and in good repair.

15. I will supervise siblings or their friends at all times, respecting the rules and the directions of the school.  [Siblings or other children at athletic events shall be under the direct supervision and control of the parent or the child and the parent will be asked to leave the competition area.]

Cont.

I also agree that if I fail to abide by the aforementioned rules and guidelines, I will be subject to disciplinary action that could include, but is not limited to:

· Verbal warning by coach or official

· Parental game suspension with written documentation of incident kept on file in the principal’s office.

· Game forfeit through the official or coach.

________________________


__________________________


Father/Guardian Sig.




Mother/Guardian Sig.


________________________



Date                   (school year)
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