St. Elizabeth Area Catholic School

Student Council

Mission Statement

The Student Council of St. Elizabeth Area Catholic School exists to encourage students to take leadership roles in our school. By participating in the Student Council, students express their needs and promote stewardship. 

Student Council Functions and Responsibilities

Purpose

The Student Council of St. Elizabeth Area Catholic School is a school organization of K-8 grade students elected by their fellow students. The Student Council works with the principal to organize fundraising events and stewardship projects, as well as fun opportunities for the students of St. Elizabeth Area Catholic School.  The Student Council is also responsible for developing and enhancing relationships in the community.

Who is eligible to be a member of the Student Council?

Any student enrolled at St. Elizabeth Area Catholic School is eligible for election.

What does a member of the Student Council actually do?

Each member must attend regularly scheduled meetings at which he/she represents his/her grade. A member acts on the needs and interests of the students and the community. Typical Student Council projects, proposals, and activities of past years have included: penny drives, food baskets, jean days, PEP assemblies, care packages for soldiers, etc.

The Student Council is also responsible for sending birthday cards to the children from our parish community. When there is a baptism in our parish or in an area parish, the Student Council may be asked to make cards for the children.

Election Procedures for the Student Council of St. Elizabeth Area Catholic School

The following are procedures for the election of student representatives and student officers to the Student Council.

I. There shall be an annual election by May 25 for the purpose of electing student officers and representatives to the Student Council. The term of said representatives shall begin on or about the first week of school in the fall term. Each grade shall elect one student representative to serve a one-year term. No member shall be prevented from running for election for successive terms.

II. The enforcement of the procedure governing the conduct of the election shall be the responsibility of the principal.

III. Any student who is enrolled in St. Elizabeth Area Catholic School shall be eligible for election to the Student Council as follows: students in 3rd to 8th grade may run for class representative, while student representatives from Young Fives to 2nd grade will be appointed by their teachers. Students in 7th and 8th grade may run for officers provided they fulfill all the requirements. Every student enrolled in the school shall have an opportunity to vote unless absent.

IV. A suggested nomination schedule follows:

a. By May 24, election publicity should be completed. It should be aimed at familiarizing all students with the roles and responsibilities of the Student Council delegates and with the election procedures. A maximum of 4 posters per candidate is permitted. They should be no larger than 11 inches x 14 inches. After a moderator or the Student Council Advisor has checked the posters, they may be hung in the hallways. Fliers, ribbons and badges are appropriate publicity materials. Pins may not be used for ribbons and badges. Toys, gifts and candy are not permitted.

I. Campaigns must be confined to the school grounds and may not go beyond the schoolyard. 

II. Speeches will take place prior to elections and will be limited to two minutes. Moderators will give help if necessary on the preparation of candidates' speeches. Speeches should address the topic of leadership and explain why this candidate should be elected to this particular office. 

b. By May 15, all nominations for office should be closed. 

c. Between May 15 and Election Day, nominees should have had the opportunity to campaign for office. 

d. By May 25 elections should be held.

V. Nominees may be self-selected. Upon nomination each candidate shall be given a copy of the Student Council Election Packet.

VI. President, Vice-President, Treasurer and Secretary will be elected based on the highest ballots for each category.

VII. The ballots and a record of the election should be kept on file in the school for thirty days following the election.

VIII. Within one week of the election the principal will announce the elected members’ names.

IX. If an elected representative terminates school or a member resigns, the vacancy should be filled by an election held to select a new representative.

Student Council Elections
Please read the following very carefully if you would like to apply for Student Council for next school year.
1. Read through all of the enclosed information before you make a final decision to run for Student Council.

2. Talk to your parents to make sure they will support you in this decision and support SEACS and our community.
3. Fill out the enclosed application. Grades are very important. You must maintain a 3.0 GPA if you run for an officer position and a 2.85 if you run for a class representative.  
4. Have an adult that knows you (teacher, staff, coach, neighbor, parish member, or parent) write you a letter of recommendation (they are to place the letter in a sealed envelope and return to Ms. Gabbie by 3:00 PM on Friday, May 14th. 
5. Having high standards for yourself, as well as for our school and community, is very important.  Carefully read the Code of Ethics and sign your name in the appropriate space if you feel that you can fulfill all standards set forth.  Please have your parents sign in the space so designated.
6. You will be required to go through an interview after May 15. Please keep in mind the appropriate dress code.  If you have any questions, see Ms. Gabbie.

7. We will have some fundraisers as well as many service projects.  Your involvement in both is mandatory.  Student Council is a service organization (helping others), as well as leadership training.  You must agree to put 100% into your home, your school, and your community.

8. If you are elected to Student Council you have to remember that the younger students will be looking up to you. Are you ready to be a great role model?

